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NAME:  ___________________________


ID2050 Assignment #5

ON CAMPUS (mini-ID2050) ASSIGNMENT #5
INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT (do not work on this as a team!)
Due:
at your team’s internal meeting by TUESDAY 9/19.  Prof. Carrera reserves the right to ask you to send the rest of the assignment to him by email, so make sure you do it on time.
Instructions:
You should check on each other’s assignment at your own meeting.  Do not allow any excuses from your teammates.  PUT YOUR NAME ON THE FINISHED ASSIGNMENT.  Go on line to get this and other Assignments and any related Handouts and Samples.

In this assignment you will begin to dig into the literature that informs your project topic(s).  Starting from your Background Topics lists (developed in prior assignments).  You will need to hunt down the most useful sources of information in a very efficient manner, since you have to become well-versed in your topic(s) in a very short time.
1) COMPLETE LIBRARY ASSIGNMENTS

Make sure you complete the assignments on my.WPI, under LIBRARY ASSIGNMENTS. 

2) LITERATURE REVIEW/ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Plan to personally identify and review at least 15 sources of various types (books, academic journals, trade journals, periodicals, on-line sources, etc.) this term.  For each source you consult, whether you end up actually using it or not, you will produce the respective annotated bibliography entry (go on line for a sample annotated bibliography).  You will start this process as soon as you have met with the reference librarian as a team.  For this assignment, turn in at least 4 annotated bibliography entries for this assignment.  Your goal will be to locate the following useful sources for your (sub-)topics as appropriate – keep in mind that, depending on your project, some of these sources may be not be applicable:

· A good introductory textbook on the topic(s), such as an undergraduate primer, so you can quickly acquire the basic foundations you need;

· The “classic” paper(s) on the topic, that everyone seems to refer to in their footnote references;

· A “historical review” paper that reports the chronological development of the topic(s) and gives a scholarly overview of the main contributions made by various authors (even if a bit dated);

· A very recent “state of the art” paper that summarizes what the main views of the topic(s) are nowadays;

· The proceedings from a “specialistic conference” devoted (almost) exclusively to the topic(s);

· Recent issues of the “academic journal(s)” that people in the field seem to always publish in.  Get especially the December issue which ordinarily contains the catalog of the entire year;

· Recent issues of the “trade journal(s)” that practitioners in the topic(s) are likely to subscribe to (ditto about the December issue).  In these trade journals, you should  look for useful “case studies” of practical applications of the academic theories found in the academic literature (look for apple-to-apple, or very local comparative cases if possible);

· Useful “keyword search strings” that produce relevant and pertinent hits in the principal “online databases” that collect the body of knowledge related to the topic(s);  you should identify the databases and make a list of the most useful search strings for each; 
· A list of Authors, Journals and Trade Publications that represent a “good fit” to your project;
· Any “government documents” (including those produced by your own sponsor) that pertain to your topic(s), including manuals, regulations, memos, guidelines, white papers, reports, etc.;

· Any past IQPs (at your site or anywhere else in the world) that tackled related topic(s);

3) BACKGROUND STORYLINE

Outline the sequence of background topics that would create the best storyline for your background chapter.  Pay close attention to transitions and write a few sentences and paragraphs under each topic (where needed) to give us some insight into why you thought that that topic fit well in that position in the sequence and how it fit with its predecessor and with the topic that follows.  Make your logic clear.

4) INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

Gather FACTOIDS, FACTS, TIDBITS as needed to fill in the blanks in Moves 1-2 of the Introduction.  Be specific and be powerful.

5) MOVES 3 and 4

Produce a first draft of Move 3 and Move 4.  Each should be about a paragraph long and should contain facts, figures, specific references and other useful tidbits about the status quo of the issue(s) as well as what has been tried and what is not working.  Make sure to include past IQPs among the things that have been tried already.  See the Introduction Explanation and the Introduction Samples for guidance.
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