PROJECT PROPOSAL: INTRODUCTION

Rhetorical moves in writing an Introduction

Move 1: 
Establish the field or general topic.



What larger societal issue is involved?

What is your IQP an example of?  What is the happening in the world vis-à-vis this topic?
Move 2: 
Introduce the specific problem or issue.

This will lead to what the goal of the project is but not what the specific objectives are.
How does the larger issue manifest itself in the host country (or region or place)?

Move 3:
Define the scope of the problem or issue by summarizing previous research in order to set the stage.
What are the specific aspects of the issue that are of particular concern to your sponsor or to the local community?  What are some of the facts about this issue that have been identified?  What is the “status quo”?
Move 4:
Create a research space by:

a) indicating a gap in previous research or general knowledge of your sponsor.

b) Indicating a possible extension—what more is still unknown about an area of research that has been undertaken?
What has been done to address the issue?  What have other studies come up with?  What’s still unresolved?  What could be improved?
Move 5:
Introduce present research by:

a) stating the aim of the research—what are the needs of your sponsor?

b) describing the research—what does it intend to contribute?

c) Justifying the research—why should the organization bother?
How is your project going to fill the gaps?  What is the project’s mission?
