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IQP Research Tips 

Search Web – glean Keywords
Search library catalog for books, Worldcat database for books beyond WPI

Search online databases for secondary research: articles, reports, case studies, news. Fill in with primary research (collect data yourself) for pieces of information that cannot be found within web or library sources. 
Databases to start with: 
Keywords to Use: Brainstorm! 
Track down key journals/sources
Use ulrichsweb.com  - track down journals by subject area
Use the journal list on the library site – to track down online versions of journals such as:

Focus! Narrow your search to more specific, for example: 

· what else are you focusing on?
· What perspectives are you seeking?  Different perspectives on a topic may be found in different types of literature:  scholarly articles, working papers, trade journals, news coverage, opinion pieces, etc.
Only Finding Citations? Getting To the Full Text

Often, you will find only an abstract or citation and no full text. Often, a LinkFinder Plus link within the database will lead you to the article in

1. another library database or 

2. WPI's Gordon Library Catalog (search by periodical title or ISSN) 
Still not locating the article? Consider visiting another library or using Interlibrary Loan
WorldCat. Catalogs the holdings of 1000s of libraries. Use to identify materials at local ARC (Academic Research & Libraries in Worcester) 

Obtaining books/articles from other libraries: 

1. Visit the local library (get Access/Borrowers Card at Circulation Desk first) or 

2. Request item through Interlibrary Loan and we will borrow it for you (could take a week or two). 

Track Down Experts
1) Find Authorities:  use the Web of Science database or other resources to identify experts writing extensively and being cited frequently in the literature of your subject/topical area.
2) Find review articles synthesizing and analyzing the subject you are researching.  These articles will create shortcuts to identifying authorities and understanding the state of the discipline.
3) Find Associations: usually www.google.com with keywords and the words (association or society) 
4) Are there government programs, statistical agencies, etc that can help? Research existing programs; identify successful implementations or best practices. 

Primary Data Collection
Even before you head off to do your project, what local sites  could you visit or local programs could you learn more about? 

Citing Your Sources: Avoid Plagiarism

How to cite using CBE style, and additional Citation Resources information.
