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ID2050


ID2050 Assignment #5

LITERATURE REVIEW: KILLER SOURCES

Given the scope of the typical IQP projects, you should not expect to become “experts” in the fields that your project relates to.   Instead, your goal will be to locate the following useful sources for your (sub-)topics as appropriate, keeping in mind that, depending on your project, some of these sources may be not be applicable:
· A good introductory textbook on the topic(s), such as an undergraduate primer, so you can quickly acquire the basic foundations you need;

· The “classic” paper(s) on the topic, that everyone seems to refer to in their footnote references;

· A “historical review” paper that reports the chronological development of the topic(s) and gives a scholarly overview of the main contributions made by various authors (even if a bit dated);

· A very recent “state of the art” paper that summarizes what the main views of the topic(s) are nowadays;

· The proceedings from a “specialistic conference” devoted (almost) exclusively to the topic(s);

· Recent issues of the “academic journal(s)” that people in the field seem to always publish in.  Get especially the December issue which ordinarily contains the catalog of the entire year;

· Recent issues of the “trade journal(s)” that practitioners in the topic(s) are likely to subscribe to (ditto about the December issue).  In these trade journals, you should  look for useful “case studies” of practical applications of the academic theories found in the academic literature (look for apple-to-apple, or very local comparative cases if possible);

· Any “government documents” (including those produced by your own sponsor) that pertain to your topic(s), including manuals, regulations, memos, guidelines, white papers, reports, etc.;

· Any past IQPs (at your site or anywhere else in the world) that tackled related topic(s);
Out of the searching that you will do to get to the above “best sources”, you should also develop:

· Useful “keyword search strings” that produce relevant and pertinent hits in the principal “online databases” that collect the body of knowledge related to the topic(s);  you should identify the databases and make a list of the most useful search strings for each; 
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