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PROJECT BOUNDARIES

Somewhere in the introductory sections of the Methodology, you ought to “bound” your project across three dimensions:

1. Conceptual

2. Spatial

3. Temporal


This will limit the scope of your project and give you a chance to tackle the objectives that are achievable in the limited time at your disposal.  In the beginning your boundaries may be ambitious – and they ought to be so – but eventually, you will scale back to what is more reasonable and realistic given all of the resource limitations that you will face on site.

Conceptual Boundaries

After the Introductory paragraphs, you may or may not need to add a section entitled Domain of Inquiry and Definitions.  If the domain of inquiry or specific terminology need defining, then you would add one or more paragraphs for this purpose.  This section may or may not need its own heading, depending on how long it is.  If it is numbered, this would be the first actual section with its own heading.  Since the Methodology chapter is usually Chapter 3, this section, if required, would be section 3.1.  If not numbered, it may just be inserted in the introduction in an appropriate place.

Every project usually needs to define its exact field of inquiry and provide a systematic way for the determination of what falls within its domain and what doesn't.  Some projects will be concerned with issues that require an introduction and some specific definitions before delving in the details of the methodology.

In this section you will define the exact extent of the Domain of your study and provide specific definitions of major parameters that your study will address.  The content of this section does not deal with the geographic domain of the study but with the intellectual or disciplinary domain, i.e. the subject matter.

For example, the Excursionist Tourists project will restrict the field of inquiry to day-trippers (domain of inquiry) and will need to provide a definition of what an "excursionist tourist" is.  Likewise, the Murano Pollution project will restrict its inquiry to artistic glass production, which will need to be defined precisely.  The same can be said about Public Parking , Trees and other projects.  For instance, one should make clear what a "public garage” is as opposed to a “private garage”.  Many "generic" definitions will have already appeared in the Background section.  This is where you will become very specific about what your study really addressed and your definitions should be restricted to very few terms that are truly important to your methodology.  Usually these are terms that define the primary parameters that your study has targeted, i.e. the objects of your inquiry.

Spatial Boundaries

This section is where the spatial coverage of the project is described.  If it is too small, it won’t require a separate heading, otherwise, it is usually number 3.2, unless you choose to omit the Domain of Inquiry and Definitions section, in which case the Study Area section would become 3.1.  This section (weather it is under its own numbered heading or not) is rarely omitted.  

Since this section precedes the sections devoted to each objective, it would refer to the overall study area.  Each objective section may have a similar sub-section but restricted to the geographical coverage of the work carried out to fulfill that objective alone.  

In the final IQP this section will contain the exact extent of the area covered by the study.  In the PQP it may be larger than what will eventually be covered (better to be ambitious early on).  It will always contain one or more maps of the area.  It goes hand-in-hand with the previous section, but the difference is that this tells WHERE you did your work, whereas the previous section details WHAT you studied.

For example, you may in the end have catalogued all public wellheads in the sestiere of San Marco, even though your overall goal may have been to contribute to a catalogue of all wellheads (public and private) in all of Venice and its lagoon.

Your maps here should show just what you did.  Later on (in the Results section), you will show where the overall project stands with maps that will show what previous teams did plus your contribution.  Also, you may want to keep this section generic, i.e. just show the map of the sestiere and not the actual locations of all your wellheads, which you may want to save for the Results section or for the more specific Objective sections in the Methodology chapter.

Temporal Boundaries

Some projects are based on very specific timetables and are limited by the time of day, day of week, or month of the year, or even by seasonal cycles.  For instance, some projects may call for weekend measurements (for the number of tourists, for example), or for surveys in the Summer (for botanical projects).  Some project have no such temporal limitations.  It is important to be explicit about the temporal boundaries of a project, so that the data collected can be understood to be valid in a certain time frame.  Reasons for scheduling choices will be made clear here and an overall calendar may be introduced.  Specific dates and times may be better left for later detailed sections within specific objectives.
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