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METHODOLOGY INTRODUCTION
The chapter does not start with a section labeled “Introduction” but dives right into the subject matter with several introductory paragraphs.  In other words, immediately following the chapter header (3. METHODOLOGY), there are going to be several paragraphs, with NO HEADERS, to introduce the chapter and set up a logical framework for the organization of what is to follow.  This is done to help the reader create a mental structure for what is to come, so that when the various sections are read, each one fits in a specific place in the mental framework.

The four main topics that need to be covered by the introductory paragraphs of the Methodology are:

1) The project’s Mission
2) The project’s primary Objectives
3) The project’s Boundaries
4) The chapter’s layout and structure
The following sections elaborate on each of these main components of the introductory paragraphs of the Methodology chapter.

Mission Statement

The first paragraph in the Methodology chapter needs to convey immediately to the reader the overall purpose of the project, by stating the team’s mission.  By the time your team gets to writing the Methodology Introduction, you should have already had a chance to refine a fairly solid mission statement, with the help of your advisors.  More information about the Mission Statement can be found in the corresponding online handout.
List of Objectives

This is the MOST IMPORTANT component of the introductory paragraphs.  It lays out the primary objectives in a numbered list that prefigures the main structure of the remainder of the chapter.  The meat of the Methodology chapter will deal with the methods used to achieve each of the primary objectives listed herein.  Again, by the time your team gets to writing the Methodology Introduction, you should have already had a chance to refine a fairly solid list of 3-5 objectives, with the help of your advisors.  More information about the Project Objectives can be found in the corresponding online handout.
Project Boundaries
Right after the list of objectives you should set out the project boundaries.  You do not need to add any headings.
First, you should clearly delimit the spatial extent of your project, by using a map of your study area.   All you need is a paragraph of text referencing the study area map.  Occasionally, some projects may have different study areas for the different objectives, in which case you should either list them all here or include them in the respective objectives sections of the methodology.

Second, you should say something about the temporal scope of your project, which may boil down to a sentence stating in what time period the project took place.  Some projects may have additional time limitations like seasonal issues (e.g. for projects dealing with botanical topics), or constraints in the time of day or day of the week in which data collection took place (e.g. in the case of traffic studies).   If so, you should include additional sentences (or even a table) spelling out when exactly the data collection took place.

Thirdly, you should make clear the conceptual boundaries of your project.   This entails to a clear definition of exactly what your project dealt with.  For example, if your project was about groundskeeping, you would need to specify exactly what aspect of the grounds you focused on (e.g. lawns, instead of trees or flowerbeds).  The important thing to remember is that this paragraph is meant to be so unequivocal about the objects that you are studying that there will be no room for doubt whether a certain item is to be included in your data collection or not when you find yourself out in the field. 
Again, by the time your team gets to writing the Methodology Introduction, you should have already had a chance to refine a fairly solid set of Project Boundaries, with the help of your advisors.  More information about the Project Boundaries can be found in the corresponding online handout.
Roadmap to rest of chapter

The final paragraph of the introduction serves as a guide to the rest of the chapter.  This sort of “roadmap” should be short and not too detailed, but sufficient to provide the reader with a mental framework in which to insert all of the sections that follow in this chapter.  Often, a simple sentence such as “The following sections describe the methods we have adopted/will adopt to achieve each of the objectives listed above” will suffice.
REMEMBER: None of these parts need to be separated by headers, but should just be a number of paragraphs immediately following the chapter heading!  The first sub-heading (typically numbered 3.1) should follow the end of the introduction and should pertain to the Methods you will adopt to achieve the 1st Objective in your list.


















�  IMPORTANT:  the mission statement does not have its own heading!  It is simply contained in the first paragraph of the chapter, immediately following the chapter heading (3. METHODOLOGY).
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